
Fire Effects on Livestock



Idaho Cattle’s Economy

• 2.6 million cattle in the state

• $2.7 billion in cash receipts

• Nearly ¼ of Idaho agriculture’s total



• Information prepared by UI CALS

• Cow-calf budget for 300 head 
operation utilizing federal and 
private ground

• Extremely slim margins

• Total costs - $307,000 for a good 
year 

• 1% cow death loss
• 85% calf crop
• 15% cow culling



Fire Losses

• Difficult to assess immediate loss of life 
due to fire

• Access to burned areas

• Cattle forced to flee

• Loss of genetics can set a herd back years

• Loss of infrastructure – barns, fences, etc.
• Photo credit: Emmett Messenger 



Fire Losses

• Long term impacts to cattle that survive

• Injury to mobility 

• Eye damage, hoof damage, lung 
damage from smoke inhalation

• Lung damage can take 
weeks or months to heal

• Injury to reproduction or ability to 
keep current calf

• Burned udders, edema

• Cow longevity & productivity



After Fire 
Recovery

• BLM and USFS may have 
allotments closed for years 
following a fire

• Where do producers go in the 
interim?

• Animal care issues
• Significant potential to put 

producers out of business 
permanently 







Losses
• Paddock fire losses







Questions?
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